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What Is a Non-residential Missionary?  
By Dr. Jim “Umfundisi” Lo, Director 

A reality of global missions is this: it is getting harder and harder 

for individuals to obtain residential visas to stay for long periods 

of time in many countries. Because of this increasing challenge, 

mission agencies are listing a new category of missionary service. 

It is called the “non-residential missionary.” 

David Garrison, in his book, The Nonresidential Missionary 

(Innovations in Mission), put it this way: “The nonresidential mis-

sionary is a career foreign missionary who is matched up with a 

single unevangelised population segment, but who lives some-

where other than in their midst...” 

In other words, non-residential missionaries are full-time or part-

time missionaries who focus on evangelism, education, and 

equipping. 

They are committed to the long-term goal of assisting churches 

that are started in other contexts to become self-governing, self-

propagating, and self-sustaining/self-supporting. 

But they are not long-term residents of the area they are appoint-

ed to. At the same time though, they will seek to learn the lan-

guage of the people and seek to know about their history and understand things about their culture.  

Non-residential missionaries understand the importance of having a time-specific exit strategy. By not residing in 

a country, it is important for the non-residential missionary to disciple, mentor, and equip grassroots leaders. 

God had an only Son, and He made Him 

a missionary. -David Livingstone 

Recently, we published a financial need from the 

Doyles that amounted to $20,000 needed before 

their scheduled return to the U.S. on furlough next 

summer. 

Larry later wrote, “While we have frequently and 

consistently seen God supply our needs through His 

people, this is one of those highlight times of unex-

pected crisis. We couldn’t help but wonder, ‘Will it 

happen this time?’ Through you, your prayers, and 

God’s faithfulness, the answer is yet again, ‘Yes!’” 

Thank you to each one who generously gave. 

In October Larry was able to travel to Buka and visit 

the Solos translation teams. He reports that the four 

teams are translating sections of the Book of Genesis. This is an answer to prayer! Please continue to ask 

the Father to help these teams as they take on this vital task. 

Answers to Prayer from the Doyles 
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Larry and Christy Doyle, Jacob, Amaziah, and Lawrance pose 

at Amaziah’s baptism in August. Photo credit: Jude Snelson 



To give, go to www.coghworldmissions.org/give. 5-10% of most donations are used for administrative costs. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Start the New Year 

Seeking God 

The Home Mission Department 

in partnership with the World 

Mission Department announce 

21 Days of Fasting and Prayer, 

beginning January 12: 

“We are joining churches across 

the Church of God (Holiness) for 

a united season of seeking God 

together.  

“A devotional guide—filled with 

Scripture, stories, and daily 

prayer themes—will be availa-

ble in both printable and digital 

format. 

“Let’s prepare our hearts for 

what God wants to do!  God is 

the answer!” 

We encourage each of us to 

start the new year on our 

knees. We believe God has 

great victories ahead for us, as 

we seek to draw closer to Him! 

For more information and to 

receive the devotional guide, 

contact Valerie Biswell at 

office.manager@coghhomemis-

sions.com. 

 

This causes national leadership to be self-motivated and to have a clear vision 

and plan to reach and serve their own people. The nonresidential missionary 

works with national leadership as a resource person, serving alongside moti-

vated national leadership to facilitate church planting and growth through dis-

cipleship.  

When Roxy and I were missionaries in Zimbabwe I wondered why the Zimba-

bwean church leaders were not taking more initiative in casting vision and 

reaching those around them. This is what I was told by one of the Zimbabwean 

pastors: “We respect you too much, Umfundisi Jim, to take much initiative and 

leadership. You are our spiritual father. Taking on your responsibilities while 

you are with us is a sign of disrespect.” 

It was only after we moved away that the Zimbabwean leaders began to really 

lead. In other words, the non-residential missionary concept encourages na-

tional believers to take up work and leadership more quickly.  

I recognize that there are precautions that must be heeded. Having missionar-

ies not living and ministering closely with national workers may cause a loss of 

focus, direction, and even motivation. Relationships may also suffer. But, most 

mission agencies have discovered this precaution can be dealt with by the use 

of modern technology—cell phones, computers, etc.  

The key is to regularly connect with each other, listen to each other, hold each 

other accountable, and, most importantly, pray for one another.  

The response I have received from national church leaders about non-

residential missionaries has been very positive. One leader shared, “We know 

it is getting difficult for missionaries to stay a long time in our country. Govern-

mental regulations are getting stricter all the time. The idea of having non-

residential missionaries can be a blessing for us. We need them to continue to 

disciple us and equip us to do God’s work. When can you start sending some to 

us?”  

Would you ever consider being a non-residential missionary? I encourage you 

to pray about this.  

Dr. Jim and Board member Dwight Purtle are traveling 

to Jamaica, December 10-15. Pastor Philip Gumbs will 

meet them there. 

Pastor Gumbs and Dr. Jim will be teaching and preach-

ing as a part of the church’s annual conference. They 

will also be taking an offering for hurricane relief. 

Dr. Jim asks for prayer for this trip. Please also contin-

ue to pray for the Jamaicans affected by Hurricane 

Melissa. 

 

Pray for Trip to Jamaica 


